
RESOLUTION NUMBER 62  

HONORING THE HONORABLE HAZEL ERBY 

 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis is saddened to learned of the passing 

of outstanding citizen the Honorable Hazel Erby: and  

WHEREAS, she was born on September 22, 1945, in Lake Village, Arkansas, to Bennie and Iona Williams and 

at the age of three, her family moved to St. Louis, Mo. for better opportunities; and  

WHEREAS, she was a proud graduate of Vashon High School and attended Lincoln University and Harris-

Stowe State University; and  

WHEREAS, in her sophomore year of high school she met the love of her life, Louis Erby, at a “sock hop.” 

She and Louis married on June 19, 1965, and had three children: Louis Jr., Angela, and Kristina. Hazel loved 

being a mother to her children and their many friends. She was involved in various school functions in 

University City, including PTO president, room mother and Girl Scout leader; and   

WHEREAS, in April 2004, Hazel became the first African American female elected to the St. Louis County 

Council, where she represented the First District. Five years later in 2009, she served as the first African 

American female to Chair the County Council, representing 38 municipalities and approximately 145,000 

constituents; and   

WHEREAS, as the tireless Councilwoman of the First District, she introduced legislation to improve the 

quality of life in St. Louis County; and  

WHEREAS, on June 19, 202, Hazel and Louis celebrated 56 wonderful years of marriage. Throughout their 

more than five decades together, they shared beautiful memories of how they met, their courtship and their 

marriage. People often asked about the secret to their long marriage and Louis would always respond, “The key 

to my lasting marriage is I married my best friend”; and   

WHEREAS, last February 25, 2021, The Honorable Hazel Marie Erby was recognized in the Missouri House 

of Representatives and in the Missouri Senate for her many years of outstanding community and public service. 

On that day, it was declared that September 22nd will now and forever be Hazel Erby Day in the State of 

Missouri; and   

WHEREAS, to carry on her incredible legacy, Hazel leaves her loving husband Louis; her three children, Louis 

Jr. (Salina), Angela, and Kristina (Melvin); and a host of grandchildren, family, friends and loved ones.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that upon learning 

of the passing of Honorable Hazel Erby we pause in our deliberations to add our names to the rolls of people 

grieving her loss, but celebrating her extraordinary life. We further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy 

of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a commemorative copy to the end that 

it may be presented at a time and place deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 16th day of July, 2021 by: 

The Honorable Pamela Boyd, Alderwoman 27th Ward 

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard Alderwoman 26th Ward  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Adopted this 16th day of July, 2021 as attested by: 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


